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Swét za durjemi
The World behind the Door
Svet za dverami

“The World behind the Door” is the adventurous story of two children initially facing the fact that
human life is finite. The story starts with six year old Mérka, who misses her grandmother very much.
Once, the old lady used to tell fairy tales. Now, lying motionless in her bed, she seems to be
unreachable. Mérka's mom speaks of a comatose state, but Mérka does not have any imagination of
those words. She wants her grandma back, wants her to continue telling fairy tales.

While Mérka’s mother is busy to clean grandmother’s apartment, Mérka is trying to sneak into the
old lady’s bedroom. But opening this door she finds herself in another world — all snowy, cold and
white. There, Mérka meets Tayo, a boy from Africa. He also is looking for his grandfather, who said,
that for himself there is not much time left to live. Together, the two kids try to find their
grandparents, and supported by a huge polar bear they get to a place near the ocean. There, people
are busy with ice floes, shaping them into little boats. The children watch people floating on their ice
boats out into the ocean. Some of them disappear, a few come back. When Mérka finally recognizes
her grandmother the reunion is a disappointment. Like everyone else in this place, the old lady is
pale, cold and keen on building an own boat. Furthermore, she does neither recognize her grandchild
nor has she any fairy tales to tell. Tayo has similar experiences with his grandfather. Sad, exhausted,
and in the need for something to eat the two children find a marked vendor offering stock fish. This
man does not sell very much. All these white and cold people obviously do not need any food, he
tells the kids. And he reveals to them, that there is a thief going around stealing memories.

Mérka and Tayo get to know him soon: As a little bell is ringing, everyone around them is falling into
a deep sleep and the thief of memories is appearing. The kids follow him to his ship, where they find
countless memories, trapped in little ice-cubes, which they decide to set free. In order to stop them
they are threatened by the thief, but finally succeed. Thus, everyone gets back their memories and
Meérka can be recognised by her grandmother again, who nonetheless strives for heading the ocean
on her little ice-floe-boat, so Mérka accompanies her. Meanwhile, also Tayo is on an ice boat
together with his grandfather, who firmly intends a final farewell. To Tayo, he bequeaths the tooth of
a lion, that carries protection and power, then both of them are swept from the boat by a wave.
Tayo’s grandfather disappears, the boy is rescued by Mérka and her grandmother and together they
manage to get to the shore. Eventually, Mérka and her grandmother find themselves back home. The
girl is awakening in grandmother’s warm and cosy bed. Welcomed by her mom Mérka is a little
confused and asks for Tayo, the polar bear and the thief. While her mother does not understand a
single word, Mérka’s grandmother intimates that she remembers these figures as well as this other
world. Thus, the girl is reassured and ready to finally listen to a fairy tale again.

»Svet za dverami” je dobrodruzny pribeh dvoch deti, ktoré spociatku celia skutoénosti, Ze ludsky Zivot
je konecny. Na zaciatku pribehu je Mérka, Sestroéné dievcatko, ktorému velmi chyba jeho starka. T4
jej zvykla rozpravat rozpravky. Teraz vSak nehybne leZi v posteli a zdd sa byt Uplne nepristupna.
Mamicka hovori, ze starka je v kdme, ale Mérka si pod tymto slovom nedokéze ni¢ predstavit. Chce
svoju starku spat, aby jej aj nadalej mohla rozpréavat rozpravky.

Zatial' co Mérkina mama ma plné ruky prace s upratovanim starkej bytu, Mérka sa potajomky vkradne
do jej spalne. Avsak ked otvori dvere, ocitne sa vinom svete — bielom, chladnom, zasneZzenom. Tu
stretdva Taya, chlapca z Afriky. Tayo pre zmenu hlada svojho starkého, ktory mu vraj povedal, Ze uz
mu vela ¢asu neostava.



Obe deti sa spoloéne vydavaju hladat svojich starych roditov as pomocou velkého polarneho
medveda sa dostavaju na tajuplné miesto v blizkosti oceanu, kde ludia vyrdbaju z ladovych kryh malé
lodky. Na nich sa nasledne vydavaju na Siry ocean, pricom niektori zmiznu a ini sa vratia spat. Deti ich
pri tom pozoruju. Mérka medzi nimi konec¢ne spozndva aj svoju starkd, avSak ich opdtovné stretnutie
je pre nu sklamanim. Tak ako kazdy na tomto zvlastnom mieste, aj starkd je bledda, chladna a zaujata
iba stavbou svojej lodky. Okrem toho svoju vnucku vobec nespozndva a nema pre nAu ani Ziadne
rozpravky. Podobnu skisenost ma aj Tayo so svojim starym otcom. Smutné, vyCerpané a hladné deti
stretdvaju predavaca, ktory ponuka susené ryby. Ten im hovori, Ze toho vela nepredd, kedZe nikto
z tychto bledych a chladnych ludi akosi vobec nepotrebuje jest. Zarover im prezradi, Ze sa tu potuluje
zlodej, ktory kradne fudom spomienky.

Mérka a Tayo ho onedlho spozndvaju: Ked zazvoni maly zvoncek, vsetci navdkol sa ponoria do
hlbokého spanku a prichadza zlodej spomienok. Deti ho nasleduju aZ k jeho lodi, kde nachadzaju
nespocetné mnozstvo spomienok, uvaznenych v malych kockach z fadu. Rozhodnu sa ich oslobodit.
Zlodej sa ich pri tom snazi zastavit a ohrozuje ich, ale napokon je porazeny. VSetkym sa prinavratia
ich spomienky. Aj starka opat spozndva svoju vnucku, avSak to ni¢ nemeni na jej vytrvalej tuzbe vydat
sa na ocedn vo svojej malej ladovej lodke. Mérka ju pri tom sprevadza spolu s Tayom, ktory sa vezie
na druhej lodke so svojim starkym. Ten je pevne rozhodnuty dat vSetkym navidy zbohom. Pred
poslednou rozluckou podaruje Tayovi levi zub, v ktorom je ukrytd ochrana asila. Ndsledne oboch
zmetie velka vina. Stary otec zmizne, Taya zachrania Mérka so starkou a spoloc¢ne sa im podari dostat
sa na breh. Mérka a starkd sa nakoniec ocitaju spat doma. Dievcatko sa prebudza v starkinej teplej,
Utulnej posteli. Mérka je trochu zmatena a pyta sa mamy na Taya, zlodeja a polarneho medveda.
Mama vbébec nerozumie, o Com hovori, avsak starkd jej prezradi, Ze aj ona si spomina na tieto bytosti
a vybavuje si vyjavy z toho iného sveta. To Mérku upokoji a konec¢ne je opat pripravena pocuvat od
starkej rozpravku.
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